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Areas to cover

ÅOutlining the types of health data that may exist about you 
and your healthcare

Å²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΧΦΦΗ

ÅLooking in more detail at how health data about you is created, 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ άǇŀǘƘǿŀȅέΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ

ÅHow much of your data can you actually see?

Å²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ



Starting with points in life ςChild & Maternal

ÅHealth data is generated at many points in life, for instance:

ïMaternal health, pregnancy and birth

ÅNHS (England, Wales, Isle of Man)

ÅHCN (Northern Ireland)

ÅCHI number (Scotland)

ïEarly years

ïSchool age children

ïYoung people

ïDuring childhood and teenage years



ΧǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜƳŜǎέ

Å Breastfeeding
Å Children and young people's mental health and wellbeing
Å Health behaviours in young people
Å Healthcare use
Å Long term conditions and complex health needs
ÅMortality
Å Child measurement and child obesity
ÅOral health
Å Perinatal mental health
Å Unintentional injuries
Å Vaccinations and immunisations
Å Vulnerable children and young people

Å https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/child-health-profiles


But lets focus on data ςfrom consultation to dataset

ÅThis is based on a generic set of circumstances and events, and 
is in no way reflective of any individual here or elsewhere

ÅWhat this session tries to demonstrate is how data about you 
is generated, where and by who.  And in particular, what does 
it look like, and what happens to it once it has been created?



The start of this data journey

ÅLogon to your GP Practice system, and make an appointment

ÅOr give them a call, and ask for an appointment

ÅOr go through an online intermediary (e.g. Doctorlink) 

ÅIf you are registered with a Practice, they will already have 
your details on their Practice Computer system



What is in your GP record?

Å Contact details
Å Height and weight
Å Allergies, for example to a medicine like penicillin or to pollen if you have hay fever
Å Vaccinations and immunisations, for example tetanus and polio
Å Examinations and screening
Å Medicines
Å Illnesses or diagnoses
Å Operations
Å Test results, such as blood and urine tests, peak flow readings for breathing difficulties
Å X-rays and scans
Å Notes about your appointments with doctors and nurses at your surgery
Å Letters from hospitals, community nurses, such as district nurses, podiatrists and other medical staff 

that look after you
Å Lifestyle information, for example whether you smoke and drink alcohol or not, or how much you 

exercise

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/pat-guid-clr-your-gp-record-bw.pdf
https://www.oldstationsurgery.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/463/2016/11/WGR-A5Leaflet-EngWelsh-Flip-print.pdf




How your GP records information

Å²Ƙŀǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΧΧ



The referral from your GP to the hospital

ÅElectronic communication (from the Practice System to the 
hospital system)

ÅPhone call

ÅLetter / Secure email

ÅThe request details sit on both the GP and the hospital system

ÅThe hospital creates an appointment for you; date, time, clinic, 
instructions**

ά{ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ Řŀǘŀέ

ά¦ƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ Řŀǘŀέ



Your hospital appointment

Åά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘΚέ

ïNot for the first time, so why?

ïά/ƻƭƭŜŎǘ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴŎŜέ

ÅThe hospital records (or checks) your details, and records you 
as attending



¸ƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΧΧΦ



Your hospital* ǊŜŎƻǊŘΧΧΦ

ÅHand-written notes are typed-up by medical secretary or hospital 
medical records staff, into your electronic hospital record

ÅSome are directly entered by clinical teams

ÅIn some hospitals, your attendance, lab results, radiology and 
pathology results are on the same system.  In others, they are on 
separate systems, and the main hospital system holds summary 
details of the test results

ÅImages (e.g. X-rays) are held on separate systems, but can be 
viewed by the clinical teams
ïSingle CT scan is around 30Mb*



¸ƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΧΧΦ

ÅYour electronic data is largely held in codes
ÅBut there is still a large amount of free-text

ÅText is easier to read
ÅCodes are easier to analyse, but:
ïThere are several different coding systems
ïDisease classifications
ïClinical terminology
ïTreatment codes for different types of treatment

ÅWhat, where, how, how much



IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΧΧΦ

ÅYour data is largely held in codes
ÅBut there is a lot of free-text

ÅText is easier to read
ÅCodes are easier to analyse, but
ÅThere are several different coding systems
ÅDisease classifications
ÅClinical procedures
ÅTreatments
ÅWhat, where, how, how much


